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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Melting and Refining Department, 
Philadelphia, 

July 6, 1885 


Sir, 


In response to your letter of 3rd July 1885. I respectfully report that the weight of the 
Spelter unfit for our use is now 6578 lbs., having been originally 6624 Ibs. beside 46 lbs., used in 
testing it, both by alloying and by Assay. It contains a quantity of lead distributed through it 
irregularly, one piece having yielded some zinc to acid solution and left about a half pound of 
lead, undissolved. It is wholly unfit for our use in the mint, whether for Refining, for Alloying, or 
for any purpose connected with our operations. I would unhesitatingly advise its sale in the usual 
way by the Government, advertising its sale, with out guaranteeing quality. 


I find that this Zinc or Spelter was ordered by the late Suptdt. from James S. Watson and 
Son, in Jany. 1880, and has been lying unused ever since. I have reason to believe that these 
parties were unaware of the quality of the metal until it was received in the Mint, and found so 
base by direct trial and by the Assayer. 


Very respectfully, 
Jas. C. Booth 
M&R 


Hon. Danl. M. Fox 
Superintendent 


